Don’t Believe Everything You Read (Clarifications and Misquotes)
Over all I was pleased with the way our reporter, an admitted agnostic, represented Jesus in this
article and myself as well. As an organization, we prayed that God’s glory would come shining
through and ours would be diminished (John the Baptist – John 3:30) and I think that was
accomplished here. The article shows Christ’s love for those that are often put aside by the
religious people of his day and presently, and the love that we have for those we encounter on the
streets is genuine, and not just a ruse to chock up numbers.
I was however, either misquoted or misunderstood in different parts of this article, and below
are just some of the bigger mistakes. I will not use this document to refute the statistics offered by
other sources in the article, only to say that being in close fellowship with brothers and sisters
who work all day in the muck and mire of the sex trafficking industry here (rescue and
restoration), I do have disagreements with much that was said.
John Yoder, Featured MST Project Cambodia Volunteer
1). I care about people going to hell (just had a discussion about that with one of the men I talked
to last Friday) and my desire is to see them come into a relationship with Christ, not just stop
going to brothels. Just making a distinction between the 'hellfire and brimstone' street preaching I
did in the seventies compared with what we're doing now.
2). I don't know how the reporter took a story from the Bible that has to do with a prostitute about
to be stoned, which fits with the work we're doing on the streets, and changed it to a man accused
of stealing bread, but it wasn't the way I told it. Actually, we first shared the story seriously with
him to point out Christ's comparison of everyone's sin to the sin of the woman who was
condemned to death. Later during the interview, reflecting on the fact that all three of us came
from Catholic backgrounds, I told him a joke my mother shared with me about that same story
(since Catholics believe Mary was perfect too), and unfortunately he used that version in the
article.
3). In Frank's defense, he never said anything about MST Project encouraging men to masturbate
instead of having sex with a prostitute. I had actually related a story that MST’s founder had told
us about a man he encountered in Bangkok who said his activity had nothing to do with wanting
intimacy or love, it was just plain sex, and nothing more than sex, at which Chris challenged him;
"That being the case, there's a much easier and cheaper way to accomplish that". The man then
had to admit that having some sort of intimacy was important after all. Andrew missed the entire
point.
4). I never said anything to the reporter to imply that this was my ministry, though you get that
impression reading the article, quite the contrary. I told him that others were in charge, but
weren't able to do the interview. I'm not sure where he got the info on MST Project's founding,
but it wasn't from us.
5).Not sure what ‘Godbothering’ is, but we only continue conversations if the person we’re
talking to seems interested in continuing, which is many times. We don’t follow the men as their
walking; just invite them to our table. Long conversations are not used as a means to delay
activity as the article seems to imply, but are sincere efforts to let the man speak everything that’s
in his heart.

